

Proposal to add a section to Chapter 92 of the Texas Property Code that waives any clause in a lease or rental application that requires a tenant to water landscaping on the premises more than what is allowed by the local public water system drought contingency plan.
There have been multiple instances of North Texas landlords requiring tenants in single-family rental properties to irrigate their lawns when municipal watering restrictions are in effect. This mandatory irrigation results in the tenants incurring fines, penalties, and increased water bills. Tenants are left facing a choice between being penalized by water providers or breaking their rental contract.
Therefore, it is proposed that Chapter 92 of the Texas Property Code be amended to include a provision that waives and renders void any lease or rental application clause that requires a tenant to irrigate in violation of a local utility drought contingency plan.  This Council recommends that the following new section be added to Chapter 92 of the Texas Property Code:
Sec. 92.356. CONSERVATION. Any rental application or lease clause that requires a tenant to water landscaping on the premises more frequently than authorized by the local public water system’s current drought contingency plan is waived and void.







